[Parathyroid hormone-related peptide (PTHrP)].
PTHrP, which causes humoral malignant hypercalcaemia in man and animals, acts on bone and kidney in a way similar to that of parathyroid hormone. PTHrP released by fetal parathyroid glands stimulates placental calcium transport in pregnant ewes and maintains the calcium gradient from the dam to its foetus. PTHrP, which is also present in the mammary gland, colostrum and milk, might play an important physiological role in regulating calcium secretion through milk and calcium metabolism in newborn animals.